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Year 7 English Common Assessment Task
Using Language to Inform


NAME: ………………………………………………………………… HG: ……………………………

TEACHER: …………………………………………………………. DATE: ………………………..
Summative assessment: 

After reading and viewing a variety of informative texts (including written and multimedia texts), students use their knowledge of the structure and language used to produce their own informative essay. Students also demonstrate their oral and listening skills through peer feedback and contributions to small group conversations.

Exit C

In producing their own informative essay, students use the five step writing process to guide their decisions about word choice, language devices and structure. Informative writing clearly reflects a developing understanding of this writing form. Students are beginning to make decisions about purpose and audience and how this shapes their writing. In small groups and class discussions, students demonstrate listening skills through relevant contributions.

Exit B

In producing their own informative essay, students competently use the five step writing process to guide their decisions about specific word choice, language devices and structure.  Informative writing clearly reflects an understanding of this writing form. Students make decisions about purpose and audience and how this shapes their writing.  In small groups and class discussions, students demonstrate active listening skills through considered and thoughtful contributions.

Exit A

In producing their own informative essay, students competently and independently use the five step writing process to guide their decisions about precise word choice, language devices and structure.  Informative writing clearly and coherently reflects a sophisticated understanding of different forms of writing types, demonstrated planned and structured content development. Students make well informed decisions about purpose, audience and form and how this shapes their writing.  In small groups and class discussions, students demonstrate active listening skills through considered, thoughtful and insightful contributions.
Topic Options – student choice regarding what you want to write your informative piece on
Part 1: Planning

1. Based on your chosen topic, begin with a brainstorm. Use ONE of the following graphic organiser for your brainstorm. If you have another type of graphic organizer  you’d like to use, that’s ok.
· Lotus diagram

· Mind map

· Concept map

· Sunshine wheel
· lists

2. Do some research and gather any resources you need to find out more about your topic. For example, what are some statistics and/or facts which might help you with your information?

3. Decide on your audience for your essay (Who will read this in addition to your teacher?)
4. In the outline below, write out your plan for your essay. Use the questions to help guide you and develop your ideas.

	Introduction: What will you include in your introduction to make sure your reader knows what you will be talking about? You need a catchy opening statement and to mention some major points that you will cover in your essay.

*
*

*

*

	Body of Essay: How will you divide your writing up into paragraphs? Make sure you allocate one topic to each paragraph and include a topic sentence.

Body Paragraph 1: 

Topic:___________________

Additional information and evidence:

*

*

*

Body Paragraph 2:

Topic:____________________

Additional information and evidence:

*

*

*

Body Paragraph 3 – save this paragraph for the most interesting/important point about your topic
Topic:____________________

Additional information and evidence:

*

*

*



	Conclusion: A chance for you to sum up what you have said and reinforce your interesting points one last time. Make sure the reader comes away with a good understanding of your topic.



Part 2: Writing your first draft
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Use the checklist below to guide the writing of your first draft. Tick the box if you have done these things:
	Have you written in the third person present tense?  Eg. Meerkats live in Africa .
	

	Have you used a general opening statement? Eg. Meerkats are a fascinating creature because they live in family groups like humans.
	

	Have you used formal language? For example, don’t use abbreviations.
	

	Have you used causal connectives? Eg. because, so, therefore, thus, consequently, stemming from this, as a result, hence
	

	Have you included a clear, logical explanation?
	

	Have you used technical vocabulary? 
	

	Have you written for your audience? 
	

	Have you re-read your explanations to ensure understanding? (Imagine you know nothing about the topic – would you understand?)
	



Part 3: Review your draft

Use the checklist below to help you to review your draft. After you have reviewed it, give it to a buddy or your teacher to check too. Tick the box if you have done these things:

	Draft checklist
	You
	Writing buddy

	Have you written your work in the third person present tense?
	
	

	Have you used a general opening statement?
	
	

	Have you chosen the right language for the person who will read your essay? (remember it’s not just your teacher)
	
	

	Have you used connectives and varying sentence starters? Eg. Therefore, However…
	
	

	Have you made sure your evidence is based on fact, not emotion?
	
	

	Have you used short sentences to make your point stronger?
	
	

	Have you used an appropriate tone for your chosen audience? Eg. passionate, determined
	
	

	Have you included a closing statement in your essay?
	
	


Part 4: Revisit and edit your draft. Get your teacher’s signature after you have checked the following:

-Have you made all necessary corrections?

-Do all your sentences make sense?
-Have you used full stops, commas and capital letters in the right places?
-Have you used any other necessary punctuation to add to your essay?
-Is your work is divided into paragraphs?
Teacher’s signature: ______________________________________

Part 5: Publish your work/Self Evaluation
	Have you I met the criteria?
	

	Have I met the due date?
	

	Is my work written/typed neatly?
	


Conferencing comments………
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